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of all within the, 

Y *iu?ck^^R»hYfran»cwork ol modern 
war. Matty lingers on the trigger 
mean paralysis, or alternatively the 
increased danger of diffused tespon- 
sihiliiy. 

Another dilemma now shapes tip 
as a major one: unless the I'nited 
States pays the costs, a \ato mulear 
deterrent in any form is likely to he 
very expensive foi our l!uiopean 
partners. When ail the cost figures 

_ are it), they -may decide that the tost 

'will he. 1 win 111 tilt' slight |y IIUILised 
integration and the possession of a 
slightly londei politic al voice. Hut it 
they do, tint ate vet\ unlike U ;n 
the same time to strengthen ilicii 
conventional fortes, which has long 
iH’en the U.S. objective. 

Perhaps the gieatrst hope lot the 
future lies in the development ol a 
series of national tun leat -cletei rent T as 
forces that in time may hlend into -Li (; 
a European ^minimum nudeai de "truh 
temmt. ^The ^(crof ess is already well Unite 
started- iti Franre and in Britain. IT both 
the Nassau ; (.conference had not <>c war i 
curred, Paris,- and London might that 
have been on the way to some kind fount: 
of technical-strategic rapprochement perati 
by itovv. To ilianv allies and to the Now. 
Russians, the specter of Bonn iti war be 
charge of its own national tuule.it tralist 
deterrent is fearsome. Vet no alii- viola t 
anre has room for second best allies the to 
or discriminatory practices. A really partiti 
coordinated multinational Fhiro Con 
|>can nuclear deterrent, keyed to the cotinti 
two principles of collective F.uropcan goven 
control without an American veto these 
and of minimum detet rente, proh- Tied st 
ably offers the Irest hope lot tomor- coaliti 
row. It is time to recognize that Prince 
President de Gaulle has a point, to pie at 
shift our emphasis to coordination moni/i 
rather than integration, and to at- his ti\ 
tempt to influence, rather than to nist h; 
control, Eutopc's nuclear future. vong a 
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t'l.v L’Ji the fourteen-nation 
.‘v;i Conference established a 
icutial'' Laos, and to • the 
hates and the Soviet Unipn, 
sious to avoid "the , wrong 
he wiong place," it seemed 
"lotion of sorts had been 
ir the most confused, exas- 
problein east of the Congo, 
tost nine months later, civil 
een the Pathet Lao and neu- 
ops has broken out again in 
of the military truce, and 
t y seems closet to a de facto 
than to neutrality, 
ised of leaders from the 
three factions, the Laotian 
nt is supposed to hlend 
tending forces into a uni- 
I he nominal head of this 
is the prime minister, 
in anna Phouma, In print i 
isl. his function is to har- 
te competing ambitions of 
deputies, his pro Commit- 
not lire Prince Souphanou 
General Plioumi Vosavan, 


the former cia protlg<y who is usual- 
ly labeled "right-wing." Bringing 
these quarrelsome elements togetlter 
svas in itself a prodigious exercise 
that involved everything from inter- 
national pressme to sheer bribery. 
But their association, seemingly a 
sign of progress, has obviously not re- 
sulted their deeper antipathies, and 
there is no visible likelihood that it 
will. 1 liis is a “troika" with built-in 
weaknesses. One shortcoming is the 
persona liu ol Souvaiiua Phouma 
limisell. A placid, pipe-smoking aris- 
toc rat whose principal passion in life 
is hi itlge, he c an be disarmingly 
n.me and easily swayed. Moreover, 
in an alliance of feuda|. barons, each 
as strong as the army he controls. 
Souvanna Phouma is at a distinct 
disadvantage. His only internal mili- 
tais suppott is (General Kong Lae’s 
gtoup ol not more than eight thou- 
sand troops, leniently under attack 
by the Pathet Lao on the Plaine ties 
Janes, a plateau iicu th ol Vientiane. 
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